Holow from up HIGH!

Greetingsto al! Asit ges colder in MN, we appreciate
our peeks of sun andthe 60F each day. Our flowers keep
blooming butit is notareplacement for trees... we jug
missthem so. Take an extralonglook at your favorite
treesfor us We have had lots of variety in theroutinethe
last two months Here are some Bolivian stories.

We had ourfirst visitor, Annie!’ Her gifts from back home

were welcomed! We had so much fun showing her
aroundthesights of El Alto andtheVolcano Sajama (highest pointin Boliva). Annie did
very well adjustlng to thealtitudeas we hiked to over 15300ft! We saw therare Vicuiia

arelative of thellama. Annietold uswe hadn’t explained
well enoughhow many animals are roaming arourd our
little area; sheep, pigs chickens and DOGS. We dso took
atrip to aremote village Tacachia, and spent 1 4 hours
clearing theroad fromarecent rockdideto jug get there.
(see phob) Then we rodehome in theback of apick-upin a
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Clinic has continuad to provide surprising cases and cute smilesfromthekids Theyear
end summary showed that clinic had met severa of thar gods for reduang mortality by
close follow-up of children with pneumonia and the interventionsfor malnutrition. For
Christmas, there was a little party for the staff. The American style appdizers| made
were abig hit. Thecongruction keepsmoving along for the clinic addition. Big
surprises were new solar pands which eventudly may provide uswith hotwater and an
internet tower tha mightfundion by March. | managed two presentationsin Spanish and
was even able to answer thefollow-up questiond | am racking up cases of Malariaand
Typhoid Fever so it isnever dull.

Since Christmas, our family really has branched out on some new endeavors! Firstly and
mog importantly, we have gotten Jannd Paye enrolled in medical school here. Sheisan
Aymaran woman and theyounge sister of ourtutor Bernarda Details of this exciting
development are induded in the other e-mail. Throughgenerousgifts we will be able to
suppot her through6 years of schooll We are certain shewill beagreat longterm
legecy to hdping Boliviand And hea enthusasm is contagious However, when | tried
to hdp Jannd with he histology al in Spanish, | failed.

The“SWING PROJECT” is an example of our diverse
projects this month. | jug couldn't stand the empty
swing setsonmy walk towork. So | foundawelder
to make me some swingsand hauled al 10, with the
chansattached, home onthemini-bus..heavy! The
kidswere swinging before Brad gotthelast bolts
tightened. Unfortunaely, two were missing after the
first day. It forced meto get outand canvasthe
neghbohood. After lots of doa knoding |




discovered the president of the neighbohoodhad them at his hous. He was worried
they might get stolen, so hejud thoughthe d keep them at hishous! | am not quite
following thelogic. Anyway, when we agreed to solder the nuts to the screws so they
can never betaken down, we gotthe confiscated swingsback. Brad kindly took onthe
project to get awelder to whed his partable welder to the three parks. Then they had to
convince someonenearby to share thar electricity and then a halstorm started! Brad
came home soaked! | owe him BIG for finishing up the project | started! Theswingsare
inuse fromdavn to dusk! Now, | will bethefirst to admit tha swingsare notgoingto
fix Bolivia s problems. But sometimes you jug have to tackle human size problems and
enjoy theresults and the swing project lets me smile al theway home from work!

We had the oppotunity to learn abouttheindudry in
Bolivia of sewing soccer bdlsby hand Bernardda s family
doesthisto make aliving. We were able to see aday of the
action! After withessing the process, we decided to sell
some of them in the US to show off the fine craftsmanship!
And to augment thefamily income as they currently get
about 25 cents for thework of making the entire thing from
scratch! If youfeel theneed to have one send me a note by
e-mail. Theseconde-mail indudes the pictures of the
process; start to finish.

We gotto see ourfirst live folk concert and our friend
Humberto playing! We have his CD to share when we get
home. His groupwas great thoughwe didn’t undestand all
thelyrics.

Brad has big plansfor solar water. Heis hdpingour friend

Carolinaput solar-heated water in her orphanage project in rural Tacachia. This gothim
fired up aboutalso putting it in thecity here. However, it gets cold enoughto freeze here
so heis making plansfor afew modifications We'll keep you poged on the project!

In Januay, Boliviaavoided a crisis of civil unrest when awealthy grouptried to break
away fromthegovanment. Theviolence was dramatic for afew days butthere was no
sugained suppot since the popuktionis 60%indigenous Seems as thoughthe county
will stay united. Peopletalk more openly here about politics!

Trangpontation continuesto surprise us  This month, it was how people trangport
animals. Brad saw two live llamas riding down the highway on thetop of a mini-bus
We all saw aman carrying a sheep home on the back of hisbike! Talk aboutingenuity!

Going on month number 6 we see wha people are talking
aboutwith kidsand language Zaydrais awhiz at Spanish
now! Nevlyniscondantly probingyoufor “howdo you
say in Spanish” and you are lucky if you know the
answer. We saw the completion of therock street in front




of ourhouse and Lorindatried he hand at thesidewalk in front of our door.

Thanksagain to everyonewho has suppoted ourtime in Bolivia. Althoughwe came
here specifically so Lorindacould work at the clinic, we are finding tha our presence
here as an entire family is avery important gift aswell.

Loveto all,

Lorinda Brad, Zaydraand Nevlyn




